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Late Oct. 27, President Leon Febres Cordero declared a state of emergency on the eve of a one-day
anti-government general strike. A presidential decree and an indefinite state of emergency, to be
enforced by the military, became effective Oct. 28. Under the state of emergency, constitutional
rights are suspended, and partial press censorship imposed. Ecuador's largest union group, the
Workers' Unity Front, called a general strike for Oct. 28 to protest the government's decision not to
comply with an Oct. 1 decision by the national Congress to impeach Interior Minister Luis Robles
Plaza. Robles, who denies congressional accusations of complicity in human rights violations against
political prisoners, has refused to resign despite protests from the opposition and the independent
Tribunal of Constitutional Guarantees. President Febres Cordero has refused to comply with
Congress's decision, saying it defied the Constitution and the law. Congress, deciding to support
the general strike, announced that congressional activities scheduled to take place on Wednesday
were suspended. The Congress is dominated by a center-left and marxist opposition, whereas the
Febres Cordero government is conservative. Labor Minister Guillermo Chang said on Monday
that the strike would be illegal and participants liable to be dismissed. Meanwhile, Edgar Ponce,
a labor leader, said he expected about 500,000 people to take part in the strike. Police officers with
an armored car charged students and fired tear gas to break up a demonstration in central Quito
on Tuesday, but no one was arrested or hurt in the incident, Police Inspector Patricio Nevarez said.
Classes were suspended across the country Tuesday and Wednesday because of the strike, an
Information Ministry statement said Monday night. "With the aim of avoiding a situation in which
students become victims of acts of vandalism, caused by extremists, classes have been suspended
in the whole country," it said. The government's state of emergency was unsuccessful in blocking
the 24-hour general strike. On Wednesday, armed police and soldiers patrolled Quito. According to
union leaders and foreign journalists, public transportation in the capital city was shut down, and by
mid-day inter-provincial public transportation was non-existent. Street demonstrations reportedly
took place in the manufacturing district south of Quito. According to Prensa Latina, some strikers
were also demanding the immediate departure of US troops stationed for the past six months in
Ecuador's Amazon region, and impeachment proceedings against Labor Minister Chang, for his
alleged failure to fulfill his responsibilities. On Wednesday evening, unidentified protesters firebombed the Banco Consolidado in the colonial center of Quito. No injuries were reported. The
national general strike was the sixth of its kind during Leon Febres Cordero's administration, and
the second in 1987. (Basic data from Reuters, 10/27/87; AP, Prensa Latina, 10/28/87)
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